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DAINGER-
FIELD
STATE PARK

As in seasons past, young and old will make lasting memories 
while enjoying the legacy of Daingerfield State Park.

THANK YOU FOR VISITING! 
While enjoying this natural beauty, please remember that 
everything you see in the park is protected. Artifacts, rocks, 
plants and animals (even snakes) are all part of the region’s rich 
natural and cultural heritage. Help us keep park recreational use 
sustainable for the future and protect these resources by leaving 
things as you find them. Help us honor the legacy of the men 
who developed this beautiful park for many years to come by 
keeping it safe and clean.

FURTHER READING 
Parks for Texas by James Wright Steely (1999)

Also see the interactive website: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/
findadest/historic_sites/ccc/new_deal_texas/index.html

Additional information: www.texascccparks.org

We hope you will visit these CCC-developed parks and  
other state parks while visiting East Texas: 

Bonham State Park • Bonham, Texas  (903) 583-5022 

Caddo Lake State Park • Karnack, Texas  (903) 679-3351 

Tyler State Park • Tyler, Texas  (903) 597-5338

Daingerfield State Park
455 Park Road 17, Daingerfield, TX 75638 

(903) 645-2921  •  www.tpwd.texas.gov/daingerfield/

A RIch hISToRy 
Diverse wildlife, desirable climate and rich soils contrib-
uted to settlement of the area during both prehistoric and 
historic periods.  Prehistoric sites in the area include the 
remains from Paleoindian (9500 BC – 6000 BC) through 
Caddoan (AD 800 – 1680) eras. In 1542, a Spanish 
expedition led by Moscoso passed through the area. 
Nearly 200 years later, the French established a trading 
post near here and immigrants began to settle the area. 
The Civil War brought further development, and the 
area quickly became an iron industrial center for  
factories producing guns and other items. Sawmills, 
woodworking plants and cotton mills were later estab-
lished in the vicinity, leading to a depletion of the local 
forests before World War II.  Ask at park headquarters 
about programs and changing displays at the Little Pine 
Interpretive Center, where you may learn about the  
colorful history of the area including nature and wildlife, 
Caddo Indians, the Great Depression and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC), and park development after 
World War II.

Discover the enduring craftsmanship of the Bass Lodge, 
Combination Building, and Boathouse (Little Pine 
Interpretive Center) built by the CCC in the 1930s.   
A sense of peace is found at Daingerfield State Park, a 
refuge from the 21st century, a place for families and 
friends to enjoy simple recreational and interpretive 
opportunities. The park is a beautiful setting for family 
celebrations, offering a wholesome family oriented out-
door environment where visitors create lasting memories 
while swimming, boating, hiking, fishing, camping, bird 
watching and wildlife viewing.

EscapE to a quiEt rEtrEat in 

East tExas.  LocatEd in thE 

wEstErn haLf of thE cyprEss 

c r E E k  d r a i n a g E  B a s i n , 

d a i n g E r f i E L d  s t a t E  p a r k  

i s  n E s t L E d  a m o n g  t h E  

hiLLs, w h E r E  m a t u r E  p i n E - 

h a r d w o o d  f o r E s t s  a n d  a 

c L E a r ,  s p r i n g - f E d  L a k E  

p r o v i d E  a  h o m E  f o r  a  

variEty of fLora and fauna. 

approximatELy 3½ miLEs of 

traiLs ovEr stEEp h i L L s  a n d 

t h r o u g h  L E v E L  vaLLEys arE 

pLEasing to Both novicE and 

ExpEriEncEd hikErs.

The entrance sign 
was originally located 
at the main entrance 
of the park and 
was relocated by 
the Texas Highway 
Department during 
construction of State 
Highway 11.

DAINGER-
FIELD
STATE PARK



This park is rich in natural resources. Daingerfield 
State Park is in the mixed pine-hardwood  
forest of East Texas and boasts a variety of 

wildlife and plant species. These habitats make the park 
an important educational and recreational resource.

The park offers excellent opportu-
nities for birding. A hiking trail 
around the spring-fed lake provides 
visitors with opportunities to see 
the large Pileated Woodpecker and 
other bird species. Also keep an eye 
out for squirrel, fox, armadillo, 
opossum, rabbits, deer, beaver and 
the many different reptile species 

found within the park.  The clear, spring fed lake is home 
for turtles, snakes, and a variety of fish, birds and toads.   

Original construction of the park was by the CCC, a group 
created by President Roosevelt during the Great Depression 
to combat the dual issues of unemployment and the  
preservation of natural resources. CCC Companies 2891 and 
1801C developed Daingerfield State Park between 1935 and 
1938. The men constructed an earthen dam to impound the 
80-acre lake, built scenic roads and assembled buildings from 
concrete, local stone and timber.

The CCC provided employment and vocational education 
for unemployed young men while providing necessary labor 
for conservation projects, ultimately promoting the develop-
ment of state park systems around the country. Enrollees 
from all over the country were men between the ages of 17 
and 25 who qualified for public assistance. The program  
provided clothing, food, medical care and $30 a month, of 
which $25 was sent home to their families. CCC enrollees 
spent their daily time attending classes and constructing 
roads, trails, buildings and furniture. The men used time 
away from work projects to host open houses, dinners and 
organized sporting events and also enjoyed recreational 
activities just as visitors do today.

D A I N G E R F I E L D  S T A T E  P A R K

CCC designs were used to plan newly constructed  
furniture in the Bass Lodge. Funds for this project were 
appropriated from Propositions 4 and 8, by voter approval 
in 2008.  

N A T U R E ’ S  W o N D E R S
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ThE cIvILIAN coNSERvATIoN coRPS  bUILDS 
DAINGERFIELD STATE PARK 

Attention to detail is seen in the concrete patio and walls of the 
Combination Building. Both CCC companies worked under the 
supervision of LEMs, or Local Experienced Men, and architects.

Snowy white dogwood blossoms grace the park 
every spring, yielding to soft green summer 
leaves, fall color and winter red berries.

While manual labor was often the mainstay of CCC work 
assignments, foundation work for the dams, including that 

at Daingerfield, often had to include heavy equipment in 
order to move construction fill. This project required 17,500 

cubic yards (CY) of excavation and 75,000 CY of fill.

Detailed blueprints include 
this fish caricature over the 
fireplace. The original CCC 
artwork in the Bass Lodge 
has been removed and  
protected.

The cabins, Combination Building, Bass Lodge, and Little Pine 
Interpretive Center are still used today by park visitors after 
over 70 years of wear and weather. In 2011, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department staff and private contractors completed a 
major restoration project of the Bass Lodge, Combination 
Building and Little Pine Interpretive Center. Integrity of design 
was maintained wherever possible, with close attention to detail 
in lighting, windows, and woodwork. Notice the beautiful 
scored concrete patio at the Combination Building. Most of it 
was poured in the 1930s. Original paneling in the Bass Lodge is 
the backdrop for reproduction CCC blueprints and artwork. 
Some of the light fixtures in the Combination Building and 
Little Pine Interpretive Center are original. The window glass in 
the park store was closely matched to retain the character of the 
building. The creativity of the men who built this park is also 
seen in the unique design of the Little Pine Interpretive Center 
where metal art is displayed over the door as it was in 1938. 


